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Dear Buddy Taylor Chorus Parent and Student,                                                  Aug. 8, 2023                            

     I am thrilled to welcome you to our exciting choral and theater program!  By choosing to be in chorus/MT you have become a member of a musical family and what I hope will result as a long-standing tradition of choral excellence here at Buddy Taylor Middle School.  
     This handbook has been created as a tool to familiarize you with the procedures, processes, and opportunities involved with chorus.  Please take the time to read the entire handbook.  After reading, please print out and sign the last 2 pages and return it.  Chorus students will be held accountable for the information in the handbook.
     Chorus is a performance class, and I’m delighted that your desire to sing and perform has brought you to the group.  I hope that through your commitment, energy, positive attitude and desire to experience all types of music, you will have many wonderful memories of your time in chorus.  
      Students involved in chorus will be required to participate in the Holiday Concert, and the  Spring Concert.  Other optional and audition-only performances will be made available as well. Most of the rehearsals will take place during class time; however, there might be a few after school practices in order to prepare for some concerts.
     Materials Fee:  Chorus is different from other classes.  It is not just a class, but as we work and perform together, there is a special bond that is created when we make music together.  Uniforms have been purchased and need to be constantly cared for.  A modest donation of $25 to BTMS Chorus is requested which includes a chorus shirt that is worn with jeans for informal performances, as well as purchase of music, costumes, props, and replacement or repair of uniforms.   Formal uniforms are provided for Festival Choir, and Beginning Chorus will wear their chorus shirts, black dress pants, black socks and closed-toe shoes.  Please acquire the pants and shoes now, so you will not be in a panic when concert time rolls around.  
     Students: Being a member of the chorus is a privilege that should be honored with your best efforts.  It is your responsibility to understand and abide by the expectations set forth in this handbook.  Also, it is important that you keep your parents well informed, so that they can make plans and are better able to support you in your chorus activities.
     Parents:  Your role is crucial!  It is important that you also understand the responsibilities that your child must fulfill in order for him/her to have an enjoyable experience in chorus.  Your child relies on you for transportation, finances, and encouragement.  In order to have a quality program for them to be proud of, they will have a few (as few as possible) outside rehearsals.  Thank you in advance for your support.  I recommend that you mark your calendar!  Chorus is a performing art.  They do receive a grade for practices and performances.  An email, note, or phone call from you is required in the event of an emergency, and notification of any conflicts as early as possible will help avoid any problems.  If you are available to assist in any way, please email or call me.  Help with chorus events is always needed--with uniform distribution, chaperones, and other possible activities.  
     This handbook is designed to give general information about chorus as well as an explanation of the grading policy, code of conduct, obligations, and a semester at a glance.  Please read, discuss and sign the Classroom Expectations and Handbook Confirmation Sheets on the last 2 pages.
     My goal is to provide your child with the best choral music education possible.  If you have any concerns or questions, please email me at parisa@flaglerschools.com.  I look forward to the many fun experiences and making beautiful music with your children.

“Sing-cerely”,
Ann Paris, BTMS Choral Director
                                        
 Tentative Chorus Dates 2017-18

*Required performance for all chorus, musical theater and dance students

**Advanced Musical Theater Class Only


Sept. 27      1:30-3                   Idol Auditions                                   Chorus Room

Oct. 11    1:30-6:30          Idol  Show Rehearsal                        BTMS Cafeteria

Oct. 11   7PM                   Idol Show                                          BTMS Cafeteria

**Nov. 29 3:30 PM         District   Thespian Showcase             BTMS Eagle Theater

**Dec. 9  meet 5:30AM     District Thespian Assessment            Melbourne

**Dec. 11  meet 5PM            FPC Theater Showcase                           FPC High
 
*Dec. 20  (during school)   Holiday Assembly                            BTMS Eagle Theater

**Jan. 31    3PM                    Thespian State Showcase                      BTMS Eagle Theater

**Feb. 2-3   Meet 7AM      State Thespian Assessment       Orange County Conv. Center

April 7                            Chorus Music Performance Assessment      Orange Park

*April  18  1:30-6:30          Spring Concert Dress Rehearsal         BTMS Cafeteria

*April 18 7PM                    Spring Concert                                    BTMS Cafeteria 

May 2       6PM                  Arts Awards Night                              BTMS Cafeteria

May 7 (during school)      Spring Assembly for WES                   BTMS Eagle Theater

May 9      1:30-5                Auditions for Musical Theater            Chorus Room








Objective                                                                                        

The chorus Program at Buddy Taylor Middle School provides opportunities for young singers of all levels to enjoy a quality choral education.  Students will focus on healthy vocal technique, music theory, music history, sight-singing, and rehearsing a variety of music styles.  Being a member of the chorus will also cultivate character by developing leadership skills, building self-esteem, and encouraging creativity.  Most of all, students will develop self-discipline and learn to work with each other in a constructive, harmonious manner.  The highest quality groups ask for excellence both as individuals and together as an ensemble.

Course Description 
This course is designed to give students an introduction to vocal music.  Instruction will consist of activities involving vocal performance, analysis and listening skills.  The bulk of the activities will take place in a large group setting.  However, there may be occasional small group or solo singing for assessments and optional opportunities for students to shine as individuals.

Class Materials
*Sharpened Pencil
*Water Bottle
*Colored Pencils, Highlighters and Markers (bring each day in backpack)
*Music (provided in class, leave in slot)
*Notebook/journal (bring each day in backpack, or leave in slot))

Academic Standing Required
By order of state legislature, students who do not maintain a 2.0 GPA each nine weeks and have had behavior problems will not be allowed to participate in any Florida Vocal Association activities and may be restricted from all field trips and performances.

Video Viewing Information
There will be occasions when a Musical (or excerpt) is shown in order to critique performance, to learn choreography, or understand styling for selected song and dance numbers.  Often they are PG or they are not rated at all, however all movies will be previewed for appropriateness and educational purpose.  Please indicate your approval or lack thereof on the last page.  Some of the possibilities include: Bye Bye Birdie, Sound of Music, Seussical the Musical, West Side Story, Hairspray, Oklahoma, Wicked, Mr. Holland’s Opus, Raise Your Voice, Nunsense, Peter Pan, Annie, and Disney movies.



                                                                                                                                            
           
CLASS RULES

S it in Assigned Seat       [image: ]
I mportant!! Respect People and Property       [image: ]
*Be on time to class
*Be quiet when class starts
*Be encouraging and positive, profanity is never acceptable
*Treat all chaperones, helpers and fellow performers with honor and respect
*Stay away from other peoples’ property-if it is not yours, don’t touch it!

N o talking on phone (or texting) in class, phones need to be out of sight in backpacks        
                                                     
            [image: ]
G um, food  and Candy Not Permitted in classroom [image: ]
                                                                                                  





Grading:

*Unit Grades/Daily  Assessment 60% Formative
 Each student will receive a daily assessment grade.  The expectation is that they are performing their best every class.  If they do not meet the daily expectations, they will lose daily assessment grade points (2 per day).
 
0-2 Warnings per unit= A in participation for the unit
3-4 Warnings per unit= B in Participation for the unit
5-7 Warnings per unit C in Participation for the unit
8-9 Warnings per unit D in Participation for the unit
10 or more= F in Participation

*Tests (Summative) and Classwork Daily Notebook  40% (Do NOT lose it!!)
     

Illness/Conflict:

1. Present a note signed by a parent/guardian.
2. If a conflict, must have note turned in 2 weeks prior to concert/rehearsal with the reason for absence.
3. Example of unexcused absences:  Sporting events (practices or games), social engagements, no transportation (carpool with classmates), forgetting to plan, misplacing uniform.

Getting Picked Up from Rehearsals and Performances:
Parents, please make sure your child’s ride arrives within 15 minutes of rehearsal ending time!!

Thank you! 
                                 [image: ]
Classroom Expectations and Handbook Confirmation Sheet

I, ___________________ , ______ have read this handbook and agree to the explained  
               (student)                 (per.)
expectations.   I will be available for the performances required.  I am looking forward to 

an awesome year, creating quality music.

Parent Phone number: _______________  email: ___________________________
Student Phone number:________________ email: ___________________________
Student’s Unique Talents and Interests: ___________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
I, ___________________ , ______ have read this handbook and agree to the explained  
               (parent)                 (per.)
expectations.   I will make my child available for the performances required.  I am

looking forward to an awesome year, creating quality music.

_____  I approve of my child viewing Musical Theater movies rated G, PG or unrated that contribute to my child’s music education.	
Parent Phone number: _______________  email: ____________________________
**WE NEED HELP!! Please let us know if you might be available during the class day to help with costumes, props, administrative help, or on an evening for any performances to possibly chaperone.  If so, what day(s) or times(s)? __________________________________________________________
Parent’s talents, abilities (alterations, fittings, baking, etc)
Able to donate? (pizza, drinks, paper supplies, games, when needed) 
As you know, we often have opportunities to showcase our groups in the newspaper and in media around the community.  Please fill out the information on the page that your child brings home so when we have something exciting to report to the school or local newspaper we may do so because I will keep them on file.  Thanks!
Chorus Student Name _____________________________Chorus Class Period _________Grade 6th_____  7th_____8th______
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